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~“Tanda College in 1062 Her
- indusirious naturecan e

BY KITHURE  AWWINGENA,
=

btcal  interference by
cormupl - bigwigs sl
linges kn her mind. But

> ""j'll‘lﬂhlnlﬂl'm.mﬂhllrl.
IJH.‘ past worry her, aithoagh the ms
levolent and vindictive ghosts of cor
ruprtian sl stalk her,

Exelyn Karungarl Mungal, o founder
member of the Tramnsparency Laterna
tonal [T Kenys chapler and its pec
ond cludrman after Joe Wanjul, has
ateppod on countless tses of power
ful individuals during e course of
e clolicade work of axpeosing grafl

Eve, un ale s commanly known,
will be steking politieal troutde e
canme mhe han pat Paul Mulie, tee m-
matdlite former Kabete Constiboeney
M wned gther politicinns in e srea
o Causibe notee: Eive way or she will
whitewish thom on December 27

Inlusnertinl pro-opde

FEve wan b b Cuga 'F.Lllm', K hassi-
e Hhe miyts bn the 10 years she has
wierked for TT sha has been v e
Wik of WUakngs.

"I wan a challenging wodertaking.
Dhraling with sensltive documents o4
Insensible bt nfluentlal people mnd
having u |.|.||L:|.‘h v ks Uhuelr kragbes
chursctom agart b thie full jglare of lo-
cal and Internatlonal mnlu was 1ol
ey, " e magm, i

Frive to hor rm.i.puliun Lasl year Lo
geiher with siher T1 Bonrd membsers,
corruption ' had | assuwrned | alarming
progortions, *1 left when the Govern-
munil was sinddig under grand skease
awd the Anglo Lewmsing scandal was
then Uirententng Lo bring the Kibald
Administration o ds knees And T1
wias nol helpdng the State i any way
by frequently reloasing Press state-
mvents el the Tl Corruption Index
that obvigusly irked many o the rul-
Ing chique,” Eve recalls

Her tenure, she saays, was one of hee
et challonging tirnes. In some quar-
Lers, slve recalls, the TT Bonrd was per-
cefved us partisan and sympathizers
al the Kibaki regime. "Préssure was
mvonting on ws from donors, civil So-
ciety, the public and media . We were
accused of biss and not la-:l.ng obijec-
thvee, " ahie sagm. o7

Hul.huwdldE\'emdmaLIT"Yﬂu
can'Lrur, away froun your brainghild
I was paert of the team Uhat founded
the arganbmtion” she sy Just

va,

jmmmnﬂnfpa-

traced back to her work- -
Ing years ab the’then
East African. Common
Services Organdzation, .
the * precursor- o Lhe
original  Fast African -
Commaunity,

Eve s an adventur-
ous go-petler who in

gender AGENDA

Anti-graft crusader
puts Muite on notice

1970 marted a personnel soloction
mgency, the firmt i Koy "1 wan
baptizm by fre, bt | exeelled, forked
by the burdng destre W prove Lo
mkeplos that it was possibile to se.
cerd againat all odds,” she reisem.
brm

She was young and had married
Arthiur Wadihalka, pow  decessed
“Ohar marriage lasted 15 yewrs and
together we got & son and & daugh
Ler who are now Dol grouwn s mnd
cmployed,” she sy

In 1076, Eve founded the Rt schaool
of demdgn in st Afrbra —the Evelyn
College of Design. She wanta to be
Kaberie'n next MP becmuse she Uidnbs
bier expericnce a8 civil servant and
privaie tmvestor will help to rans
loamn Uhe olectorie nbo an econom)-
cally indrpendent community,

Her experence st T1, she siyn, has
oguipped her with resilisee, undes.
slanding, lobbying akilly and probe
lemeadbving strategies

"1 know polities b8 s disty ' game
charncterited by e
publicity stunds, melod.
malic theatricn and node
lesivs But | am sure
there exists o way of 4 .'_.r
operading Leeryonmd
this,” she says

Bt she regrets that
her work at T1 was
affected by the web
of nationnl  podities
"It unfortunste thag
everylthing in Ke

nya is screched

2N

thruugh political leree,”

Aakeed whether ale ia really resdy Lo
lock horna with the populist Mubte and
olber wealthy politicians, she replien
philomophically; “Politicn i like aniff:
Ing obaccn. You must be prepared to
shwwer!™
Tl b ol bk ot
S believen the supgor she gots
froum Mike Ellon, ber husband 6 s
secotind marriage, s enough Lo paash
her through. “He'n & very supportive
hassbandd, | have lis full blensings in
iy bocening politieal atthen,” she says
proamily

Fve hus a cavalende of achievements
She has been awarded the Lincoln
University President’s Awand for Ex
crellence in Buninesa sl Flhance, She
was gnoe e chalrperson of the Makno-
b Busbnesa and Profesaional Woimen's
Clab and vice-chatrman of te Alrican
Hussbisems Bowwtiable, which is chairod
by the President of the African [Devel-
opemeent Hanle

Eve b also o member of ther Boord aff
Adtwisorm for the Africa Project
Devebogunent Facility, wihibeh

s part of the Internadional
ity Fioance Corporation, the
) privite sevtor develogr
mend arm of e Wierld
Bank, and a founder
member of the pow-
erful Mairobi Cendral
Businesst  [Hatrict
Association

She 3 B nostes
of e President's
Award  Scheme,

ind chairs s

fumel  ralsing

cormmiliter,  Hecontly, sbe ventared
ity the workd of proporty mnekels, s
the cluslrpaermon ol Hpeedwiy liveest
e,

Ui ol her grentest moments of oy
andl standom bs when she was garland
e by the Wewd of State n 20060 S
wi homoured by Deing awnrded e
Urrder of Lthe Girrsd Waerlar {CHGW ) ey
President Mwal Kibaki In recognition
ol hor numsrous and slgniilewnt conin
Irtathomes L antboral sheveloprmend

Bhr b alney o gonder activist of sors
"l know a lof bl wadmen, 1 knaow
thiir Femrs il psipileations,” Fyve sy
She b the athor of Kenga Wowien
Reflections, n book colebrating (hw
st Wl wore promelssent by the [n
depondence strgglo

Ly her village Bve 18 hmesws for daidin
aieing Ussiie culture banmns Trning,
tranafomming the lives of many fuinl
I, Womien nube greal leadem, she
maym, anad poocesdn @0 nuoe her great
gErandmidther, Wunjirn Rarn, wiio, sho
amyn, ouce ovweiedd the laaad oo whibiels
that begendary Norfolk Hotel stads, ns
her greatest rols muodel.

“She was oan aslyle LE T E T TR
Hardworking  amd  God-fearing. A
thnasgh nhie wos nally degrived of hier
land by a colonalist enlled eolome
Grogan, her Mghting spicits - suc
ot A8 a single mother speak volumies
abiust her steellike charclers,” Bve
says fonadly of hee mother

Evr ks only too well thal ventur
Ing into palitics, especially for 2 wom
an, is laden with many dangers. “As
a woiman & sharp sireak of fear oflen
strikes my hearl when campalzn vie
bence or politieal goons are mentioned
Bt ie's a0 nudeh which s unstoppabile
and anyone whis fenes W veniire never
wins,” she suys

She wlan knows financing caumpaigns

b5 not child's play, especlally in Ka-
bizte  where many  powerful rich
maen are b te mce. But she has a

| few friends who have pladged o
bl her out — Jost n case,

Giving hungry people
computers is kind of
a sick joke. But why

are these people poor?

Why don't they have

electricity or water?
[T Belusyfigoie
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